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Sewer
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Tuscaloosa Code of Ordinances

Chapter 2, Article IX

What are service fees? Am |
subject to them?

New development in Tuscaloosa
creates increasing demands upon our
city’s infrastructure and services. In
order to best serve our citizens,
service fees will be charged on most
new residential and commercial
development to help pay the costs of
new or upgraded water and sewer
infrastructure.

All residential and commercial

developments located within the city

limits or police jurisdiction of

Tuscaloosa will pay service fees on

newly purchased water meters,

except for these three types:

1. Single-family detached homes

2. Townhomes

3. Duplexes in single-family
neighborhoods as part of a
Planned Unit Development (PUD)

If your project is one of the three

types listed, you do not owe service

fees.

Service Fee Process

. If your project will require you to

purchase a water meter(s) from
the City of Tuscaloosa, go online to
complete the Water Meter Permit
Application—Service Fees Due
www.tuscaloosa.com/servicefees

. If you prefer not to submit the

form online, you can come to the
Office of Urban Development in
person for assistance with the
form.

. Your application will be reviewed

and approved by City staff. If any
information is missing, you will be
contacted.

. After the review is complete, you

will be contacted to confirm the
amount you owe for service fees.

. Pay your service fees when you

purchase your water meters or
building permit. You may pay
online or in person at 2230 6th
Street Tuscaloosa, AL 35401.




Frequently asked questions:

How are the fees calculated?

Most projects will pay fees on each new water meter purchased according to the size of the meter
(see fee schedule at www.tuscaloosa.com/servicefees). However, for master-metered residential
attached-housing developments and RV Parks, the fee will instead be calculated by multiplying the
fee for the 3/4” meter size by the number of housing units or RV pads. If a development is mixed-
use residential and commercial, the total fees would be calculated using a combination of both
methods. These fees may be adjusted each year for inflation.

I’'m redeveloping a property. Do I get a credit against my service fees for the old water meters
that were on the site?

You will receive a credit for each meter that actively supplied water at the property within two
years before the issuance of the building permit for the redevelopment. The credit is based on me-
ter sizes and quantities, follows the schedule above and can’t exceed the service fee due. 5/8” me-
ters are credited at the 3/4” size.

When are the fees due?
The fees are payable in full at the earlier of the date your building permit is issued or you purchase a

new water meter.

My project is already underway. Do | owe service fees?

If issued prior to October 1, 2017, developments with the following City approvals are excluded
from paying service fees: building permits, approved planned unit developments, approved down-
town/riverfront overlay district permits, approved riverfront development district permits.

What if | don’t agree with the service fee owed?
You may file a written appeal with the Office of Urban Development within 3 business days of the
service fees being assessed.
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Questions?

Contact the
Office of Urban Development
205-248-5311
urbandevelopment@tuscaloosa.com
2230 6th Street Tuscaloosa 35401



